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LOGO Support the A.2641 Bill

Creates a New York State Interagency Council to Creates a New York State Interagency Council to 
persons who are Deaf, persons who are Deaf, 

DeafDeaf--Blind, or HardBlind, or Hard--ofof--Hearing.Hearing.



Why do we NEED this bill?

• Give us a central office in NYS Government to express 
concerns

• Provide needed services and technical assistance.
• Collect useful data to benefit Deaf, Deaf-Blind and Hard 

of Hearing in NYS.
• Creation of a statewide directory of services and 

programs.



Functions of the Council

1. Promotion of a statewide program for 
coordinated services to persons who are 
deaf, deaf-blind and hard of hearing; 

2. Maintenance of data on the incidence of 
deafness, deaf-blindness and other 
hearing loss;

3. Development of a Statewide Directory of 
Services; 

4. Dissemination of service information. 



Functions of the Council (cnt’d)

5. Receipt of complaints affecting the deaf, deaf-
blind and hard of hearing; 

6. Ongoing evaluation of the needs of the deaf, 
deaf-blind and hard of hearing communities, 
including technology needs and, by the third 
year of funding, the development of a strategic 
plan; 

7. Advisement on policy and legislative initiatives;  

8. Preparation of an annual report to the 
Governor, the Legislature, and the Board of 
Regents on the status of services for this 
community



History: A.9234-A

• 01/04/06 referred to education
• 04/26/06 reported referred to 

ways and means
• 05/09/06 reported
• 05/11/06 advanced to third 

reading cal.360
• 05/17/06 passed assembly
• 05/17/06 delivered to senate
• 05/17/06 REFERRED TO 

EDUCATION
• 06/12/06 recalled from senate
• 06/12/06 RETURNED TO 

ASSEMBLY
• 06/12/06 vote reconsidered -

restored to third reading

• 06/12/06 amended on third 
reading 9234a

• 06/15/06 repassed assembly
• 06/15/06 returned to senate
• 06/15/06 REFERRED TO 

RULES
• 06/19/06 SUBSTITUTED FOR 

S1899B
• 06/19/06 3RD READING 

CAL.1849
• 06/19/06 PASSED SENATE
• 06/19/06 RETURNED TO 

ASSEMBLY
• 08/04/06 delivered to governor
• 08/16/06 vetoed memo.337
• 08/18/06 tabled



Bill Defines Deaf…

“DESCRIBES PERSONS WHO HAVE A PROFOUND 
HEARING LOSS AND WHO PRIMARILY RELY ON 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION, SUCH AS SIGN 
LANGUAGE, WRITING, LIP READING, AND 
GESTURES, WHICH MAY BE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
OR IN COMBINATION. SUCH PERSONS GENERALLY 
USE A FORM OF AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE AS  
THEIR PRIMARY MODE OF COMMUNICATION. IN 
ADDITION, THERE IS A GROUP OF PROFOUNDLY 
DEAF INDIVIDUALS WHO COMMUNICATE ORALLY 
AND MAY USE SIGN LANGUAGE TO SUPPORT 
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPOKEN 
LANGUAGE. HEARING AIDS AND OTHER ASSISTIVE 
TECHNOLOGY MAY ALSO BE USED TO AID IN 
COMMUNICATION.”



Bill Defines Deaf-Blind

“AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A CONCOMITANT HEARING 
AND VISUAL IMPAIRMENT, THE COMBINATION OF 
WHICH CAUSES SUCH SEVERE COMMUNICATION 
AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTAL AND EDUCATIONAL 
PROBLEMS THAT THE INDIVIDUAL CANNOT BE 
ACCOMMODATED IN PROGRAMS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WHO ARE SOLELY DEAF OR BLIND.”



Bill Defines Hard of Hearing…

“A HARD OF HEARING PERSON IS SOMEONE WITH 
A MEASURABLE HEARING LOSS AND WHO SELF-
IDENTIFIES AS BEING HARD OF HEARING, 
ALTHOUGH AUDIOLOGICALLY HE OR SHE MAY 
HAVE A PROFOUND HEARING LOSS. 
ADDITIONALLY, THIS PERSON TYPICALLY USES HIS 
OR HER RESIDUAL HEARING, SPEECH AND 
SPEECH READING SKILLS, AND HEARING AIDS TO 
COMMUNICATE; HE OR SHE MAY RELY ON 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES TO AUGMENT HIS 
OR HER ABILITY TO HEAR AND SPEAK.”



The Committee

• Nine Residents of New York State
– Five who are persons that are Deaf, Deaf-

Blind or Hard of Hearing and;

– Four who have experience and interest in the 
needs of Deaf, Deaf-Blind or Hard of Hearing 
people



How appointed…

APPOINTMENTS SHALL BE MADE IN CONSULTATION 
WITH ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTING THE DEAF, 
DEAF-BLIND, OR HARD OF HEARING COMMUNITIES

Currently there is not a defined process for these 
appointments. That means our organizations are needed 
to make sure the most qualified people are appointed. 



May 21st is Disability Day
New York State Assembly plans 
to pass the Interagency Council 

bill on this day!

We need some people to come down to Albany with us!!

First step…



Second Step…

Advocacy Day on June 12th in Albany

ESAD will plan a bus trip for all deaf, deaf-
blind and hard of hearing to visit Albany 
and show our support for this bill…

• Meet Senators
• Speak with Press
• And more…



Third Step…

We need before Advocacy Day on June 12th…
Sign Up for Action Alerts to convince the Senate to 

pass this important bill…
Hand outs will be available to help you with Action  

Alerts and advocacy related information

New York State
Senate



Action Alerts…

Center of Disability Rights (CDR) has Legislative Action 
Center at: 
http://http://capwiz.com/rochestercdr/state/main/?state=NY

These alerts allow our everyone to:

• sign up to receive Disability Rights Action Alerts, 
• advocate on disability issues by contacting legislators 

and key government officers, 
• review important disability-related legislatives, 
• contact the media or 
• other things. 



Fourth Step…

Governor Eliot Spitzer Lt. Governor David Patterson

We will contact governor to explain that this 
bill is important to us…

Action Alerts will also be ready to encourage 
the governor to sign the Interagency 
Council bill



Thank these two …

State Senator Joseph RobachAssemblyman Joseph Morelle

Currently these 2 people are 
sponsoring this bill…



What We need?

• Deaf Organization Leaders 
– Write a letter of Support (we have samples if needed)
– Ask your leaders and members to come to Leadership meeting

• For you to help us spread the word about Action Alerts 
– Help your friends know how to go step by step

• Help us prepare for Advocacy Day on June 12th
– We need people to attend

– We hope to have up to 500 people
– And more…



When you get home…

• We need to spread the word…
• Tell your leaders show up on Leadership 

Meeting

• We need you to tell your friends all over New 
York State to show up in Albany in June 12th

• We need to know who wants to go to Albany on 
June 12

• Next Leadership Meeting on May 23, 
6:30 pm at CDR, 497 State Street, Rochester



ESAD representatives

President: Joshua Finkle JFinkle33@aol.comJFinkle33@aol.com
Vice-President: Steve Lovi SLovi19@aol.comSLovi19@aol.com
Secretary: Dean DeRusso DDeRusso@ferretrx.comDDeRusso@ferretrx.com
Executive Secretary: Al Hlibok PaHlibok@aol.comPaHlibok@aol.com

Branch Directors:
Southwestern Association of the Deaf (Olean, NY) - Susan Snyder

mouse527@hotmail.commouse527@hotmail.com

Buffalo Association of the Deaf - Mike Cross
stepone23@hotmail.comstepone23@hotmail.com

New York City Association of the Deaf - Jody Kulchinsky
me@jodykulchinsky.comme@jodykulchinsky.com

Deaf Interagency Council Bill AD Hoc Committee Chairperson
Dave Staehl DaveBusy@aol.comDaveBusy@aol.com

Website: www.esad.orgwww.esad.org


