From Barbara Raimondo, Esq., Policy Consultant :
While there always are steps parents can and should take at home to support their child’s learning, let’s look at what can be done in your child’s school using the Individualized Education Program (IEP) process. There are four main decision areas in developing a child’s IEP: 
Evaluation/Present levels of performance
Goals
Services needed to attain goals
Placement.
Evaluation/Present levels of performance.  Has the school performed reliable evaluations to measure your son’s current reading level?  The school should be able to tell you the grade level where he is reading now.  Make sure he has been evaluated by someone who is qualified to perform a reading evaluation on a deaf student.
Further, many deaf children experience language delays.  If your son has a language delay, this could impact his reading progress.  You should ask the school to have his language evaluated by a qualified evaluator.
The school system may not have anyone on staff that is qualified to perform these evaluations on your son.  If it does not, it should contract with an individual or agency outside the district to have this done. 
Completion of the evaluations will give the school the information it needs to document your child’s present levels of performance.
Goals.  Let’s say the school’s evaluation shows that your son is reading at the first grade level.  The law requires that your son’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) be designed so that he can he involved in and make progress in the general education curriculum.  If your son is 10 I am guessing he is in the fifth grade.  His school curriculum should be in line with the Illinois Learning Standards (ILS).  According to the Illinois State Board of Education, the ILS “define what all students in all Illinois public schools should know and be able to do in the seven core areas as a result of their elementary and secondary schooling.”  (http://www.isbe.net/ils/Default.htm)
Some examples of ILS reading goals for late elementary school are:
 1.A.2a  Read and comprehend unfamiliar words using root words, synonyms, antonyms, word origins and derivations.
 1.B.2b  Identify structure (e.g., description, compare/contrast, cause and effect, sequence) of nonfiction texts to improve comprehension.
 1.C.2b  Make and support inferences and form interpretations about main themes and topics.
 1.C.2e  Explain how authors and illustrators use text and art to express their ideas (e.g., points of view, design hues, metaphor).
This is the kind of work fifth-graders should be doing.  Your child’s IEP goals should address curriculum goals.  A possible goal for your son could be “Given the (MARC, CAN YOU FILL IN THE NAME OF AN APPOPRIATE READING ASSESSMENT HERE?) Reading Assessment, (son’s name) will score at the fifth grade level.  Yes, first grade to fifth grade is quite a jump in one year.  However, another law, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, also known as No Child Left Behind, requires schools to ensure that all their students achieve at grade level.  The school needs to provide students with the services they need to reach grade level performance.
Similarly, a language goal for your child could say “Given the (MARC, CAN YOU RECOMMEND A LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT HERE),” (son’s name) will perform at his age level.    
Services.  Your child should receive the services that will help him achieve his IEP goals.  Services could include those from a teacher of the deaf, a speech-language pathologist, an audiologist, and/or others with similar expertise.  Your child’s school is responsible for having in place professionals who are qualified to provide the services your child needs.   
Placement.  Your child should be placed in the setting where his needs can be met.  Some localities have specialized programs or schools for the deaf.  It may be appropriate to place your child in a specialized setting in order for him to obtain the services needed and to optimize his reading and language learning opportunities.
For more information about IEP requirements, see the web site of the American Society for Deaf Children at www.deafchildren.org, click on Resources, click on “What’s the IDEA about the Individualized Education Program?”

